


























become one of the major energy producers in Europe. She is placed 15th in
world iron and steel production. Turkish economy is the 17th biggest economy
in the world according to the World Bank standards.

I pointed out these data in order to summarize Turkey's curremt
potential with a view to reflecting how realistic and sincere we are OJ] the basis
of D-8 co-operation.

Distinguished Guests,

We have every possibility to expand co-operation among ourselves. Our
common cultural values are our most precious asset. We have valuable
experiences to share with each other in the field of economic growth. Our
domestic markets are in an unprecedented dynamism. We own significant
natural resources. We are in position of taking advantage of covering a large
geographical area. We have the potential to reach the important markets of the
world. Along with the fin~cia1, economic and political organizations we are
members of, each of us are involved in different other regional organizatlons.

It is an exultation for us aU to see that this initiative we have started
with the purpose of establishing an environment of a new and effIcient.co
operation among our countries, has come to a level as to enable us to hold this
Summit in such a shon period of time. D-8 has already started to work well
before its establishment and very significant steps have been taken towards the
development of concrete projects. Using this opportunity l' I would like to
extend my appreciation and thanks to our bureaucrats "tho have undertaken
this work in an utmost seriousness and a common approach. The scene today
shows that our unity does not only depend on common interests, but also on
common hearts. We should continue to work on concrete and result-oriented
projects without going into too much detail and thereby losing our momentum.
D-8, the formal establishment of which we will declare today, should be an
exemplary model for other organizations as well.

The very fact that we are starting with a limited number of countries at
this initial stage of D-8 should not offend our friends. We have no ulterior
motives. After the consolidation of the necessary dynamism and the
establishment of regular operations, accession of new members will certainly
come on the agenda.

Anyone who comments that D-8 ~s being established as an alternative or
competitor or even reaction to any other organization, is making a wrong
assessment. Each country represented here in this Room is individually or
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In the name ofAllah, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Your Excellency, President Suleiman DemireJ.
Your Excellency, Prime Minister Necmettin Erbekan,
Distinguished Colleagues?

It is apleasure for me to have the opportunity to participate at this auspicious gathering
which is aclear manifestation ofthe political will of the friendly Muslim countries gathered here
to enhance their cooperation. Although, cooperation among Muslim countries in the framework
ofregional an~ international groupings, specially the Organization ofthe Islamic Conference,.
dates back a few decades, the initiative of Prime Mhlister Necmettin Erbekan to establish a~

forum for cooperation and coordination among Muslim countries in the field ofdevelopment
at the global scale merits our full support.

The initiative for the establishment of a forwn for political, economic, scientific and
technical coordination at macro JeveJ among developing Muslim countries has emerge'Q in light
ofthe realities ofnew international environment and the collective needs ofMuslim countries.
It aims at strengthening and complimenting existing institutions and organizations, especially
Organization ofthe Islamic Conference (Ole), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and
Association os South East Asi'Jn Nations (ASEAN). I wish every success for this Summit and
the Group ofEight Muslim countries, and seize the opportunity to express my appreciation to
the brotherfy government and people ofTurkey for the kind hospitality accorded to us and the
excellent preparations made for this meeting. I assure you that the Islamic Republic of Iran is
fully prepared to expand and strengthen cooperation with other member countries of this new
forum in the realization ofour common Islamic objectives.

Creation of the D-8 is particularly important because it has emerged';in an evolving
international political and economic scene. We hope that this forwn opens new dimensions for
cooperation among Muslim countries, including the formation of advanced scientific and
technological units~ and enhances the role of Islamic countries in international political and
economic decision-making.

We note that the primary objective for creating 0.8 was to expand economic cooperation
and policy coordination among developing Muslim countries in the international economic
domain. Meanwhile, systematic and consistent coordination in the economic and technical issues
among member-states can and will strengthen their political ties. Therefore, in our view, I)..8
is a forum which creates opportunities for members to adopt coordinated positions thus
assuming a more effective presence in the international economic arena, while at the same time
leading to enhanced bHatcnU relations ofthe member countries.

Dear Colleagues,

Current economic developments have created new prospects for developed and
developing COWltries. However, Islamic developing and less developed countries, while taking
full advantage of existing achievements and expertise in the field ofdcvelopment7 must make
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